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its occurrence, and the virulency of its effects | 


should yet, at the end of this long period, be 
50 unsettled in its doctrine, and, with the 
series and order of its symptoms, so ill de- 
scribed, as we find to be the case. 
When Mr. Hunter took up the subject, 
he found, indeed, a large mass of observations, 


both with regard to its history, and method | 


of cure; but the theory that was to ar- 
range and methodize these, and to point out 
te relation of each to the other, and to the 
established laws of the system, was altogether 
unsatisfactory, and contradicted by a thousand 
circumstances in the animal ceconomy.. To 
Mr. Hunter we are indebted for a doctrine of 
the Uisease, for the most part consistent with 
itself, and according with out bent notions of 
the laws of life. 
Although, however, he ks done rt Gt, | 
it was hardly to be expected, that the diffi- 
culties which had existed for many ages should 
have been wholly removed, and that certainty 
should at once usurp the place of doubt and 


obscurity. The modest hesitation with which 


he expresses himself respecting many points of 
his doctrine, at the same time that It marks 


che character of the true-ghilosopher, shews us., 


l that he did not consider the gubject as yet 65 


e ( 3 ) 
exhausted, but that much remained. to be. 
done, to render it complete and satisfactory. 
It is on this principle, and from having. ex- 
perienced many difficulties in reconciling : 


the facts that have occurred to me in prac- 


+ 4-32. 7? 


that I have presumed to differ from such high 
: authority : and I now state my objections to 
you, in the hope, that your better acquaintance 
with the subject ma, Muller to abriate or re- ; 
move them. | a 
The following, I believe, are the chief 

points of Mr. Hunter s doctrine of the. Vene- 
real Disease. | 5 
I. That the yenereal Poison, beit 23 
into the system, becomes _universally « diffused, 
and contaminates at once, all the parts which £7 
are susceptible of the venereal action; and that = 
it is soon afterwards expelled | the System, along TE 
| with some Or ather of the excretions. 2 
2. That the parts contaminated do not im- 
— go into venereal action ; but that 
0 acquire a new state or e and 
on * 7 — — on ; | ES 
„ disposition once formed in a part, | 
necessarily goes on, at Boe Period, to ; 
action. ho 
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0 „ bat m mercury cures venẽrial 2Bien, vat 


does not remove the 41 isposition. previously 


1 - 


- 


formed, and which is not yet come into action, 


18. That although mereury does not des 
stroy the disposition already formed, yet that | 
it prevents it from forming. I 

6. That although the disposition Eoitelniith, 
it does 1 not 807 into action ng the use of 
mercury. 

2 That the action ED! g once taken os, 
goes on increasing without wearing itself out. 

8. That parts once cured neyer become 


: again contaminated from the same Stock of | 


infection, OO 
9. That the matter of the een | ul- 
ders i is not infectious. F 
10. That the venereal action is as $00h_ 
destroyed in a large chancre as in a small one, 
the r mercury acting equally in all i its parts. 
These are the outlines of a doctrine, which, 


by 3 its ingenuity and originality, has deservedly 


attracted a very considerable share of the pub- 


lic attention, and laid the foundation of 7 a4. Prac- 5 
tice, in many respects different from that ; 5 


which had before generally prevailed. 
When a morbid Poison is applied to a 8e 


that is susceptible of ĩts impression, an interval 5 
is well knowa: to occur between the time WU” 
Es application — 


3 5 

Aepliestlen and the appear the 
totms Which characterize it, differing in oP? 
tion in the differing poisons, but, in each, 
according to a peculiar law, & question here 
naturally arises; what beeomes of the poison 
in this interval, and what is its mode of opere 
ation? Before the time of Mr. Hunter, it 
was. commonly supposed to undergo on 


kind of Fermentation, which, like the ferment» - . f 


ation of saccharine nen Wa ares A oer · 
tain length of time for its completion, and, 


undder which, it assmilated to its een 


some portion, or the eee 
Mr. Hunter was amongst the first 20 detert 
the fallacy of this sort of 'reavoniag,/ m 0 
point out the imprepriety of applying a 


15 — Wiaider"vs t 


5 ment of living boctie. 1 ee 
Rejecting, therefore; his 8 

vis or all probability, a een en — 
 vetterval disease, the subject of of t at 


tenition, the 'vites, — 5 


sorbed, becomes un 
cTontaminates at one all che purts ur 
susceptible f venerral· action 3 * 
again 860n thrown forth "From che system, in 
some or other of the excrerions. 'Mhis . 


nion ee . — with our 


# £ 


4 6 = 

1 of ch WOE @conomy, the aht 1 
fuids of which are in a state of continua! 
change. But still a difficulty remains, in en- 
deavouring to account for the interval which 
elapses between the time of absorption and the 
appearance of venereal actions. At this 
time, says Mr. Hunter, a venereal disposition 
is formed in the parts which are susceptible of 
the disease. But the immediate nature of 


this disposition, he does not attempt to exp lain. ; 


It is clear, however, that he supposed it to dif- 
fer from the natural and healthy state of the 


parts; and likewise from that of evident vene- 


real action, in this very important point, that 


0 mercury has no power of removing it, but only 


of preventing its going into open venereal 
action, so long as the system is under the in- 
fluence of this mineral: and that when the 


mercury ceases to operate, the tendency to ve- 


nereal action remaining unimpaired, this ac- 
tion is sooner or later the certain consequence. 

The Practical inference deduced from this 
doctrine by Mr. Hunter, is, that we should 


| push our medicine no farther than the cure of 

the visible effects of the poison, and allow 

whatever 1 may . eee to come 
| a 5 334. Rs 
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The employment of the term disposition, by 85 
Mr. Hunter, has given rise to much cc ntro- 
versy, between the friends and opponents of 


his system. Not having himself defitied gait 


is not surprising that others should have dis- 
agreed in their use of it. A striking instance 
is hence afforded, inaddition to those Aid yon 
have pointed out in your Essay *, of the dis- 

| advantage of employing a language in 17 
cine, without a sufficiently precise am — Ee: 
Criminate meaning. Lou endeavour to shew 
the distinction between action, Susceptibility, 
and disposition, and to justify Mr. Hunter in 
the use of the latter term, as expressive of the 
state subsequent to contamination, but pre- 


vious to any evident change 1 1n the appearance 8 


or functions of che part. If, indeed; the word 
were new and unappropriated, there could be 7 


no objection to its employment for the pre- 


sent purpose. But the term disposition has 
been generally used in a passive sense, and, in 
common medical language, has been employed 
synonimously with susceptibility or nearlyso: the 
latter, however, bears a very different significa 
tion to that which the former is meant to con- 
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5 generally allowed, gad you. are of the ame 
opinion, that, by disposition, must be under- 

Wood a modification of action, or ame change 
having taken place in the actions of the part or 


5 constitution. But the term, in its ordinary ac- 


ceptation, implies no such thing, and seems | 
to me, cherefore, impraperly used to pee 


2 state of morbid action. 


Assuming, however, that by os To » 
meant a new action of parts, induced by the 
application of a morbid poison, it is desirable 


w ascertain the nature of this change ; at 


; least to inquire, how far it is capable of being 
influenced by means of art. [any 5 
It appears difficult to conceive, 2 Pei, 


dat dhe fitzt action induced hy the venereal 


poison, or what is termed disporition, ahould 
differ so essentially from the disease in its auh 
sequent stages, as 10 resist altagether the in- 
fluence of mercury, a aubstance which exerts 
80 great, and almost never failing, powers aver 


- | She same part, in the same constitution, might 


3 nnn somewhat similat 


1 ann ve aha ave that, in 15 


general, diseased actions are more easily su- 


perseded or removed at cheir commencement, 


6 % 


than after they have continded for a lesgth of 


time, and become in a manner habitual. This 
is apparent in the attack of intermittents, ank 


* 
12 75 


of fevers in general that are propaę 


contagion: it is true also of Gonorthœa, the 


progress of which is sometimes suddenly stop- 
ped, by a very early application. An irrita- 


tion, therefore, which, as in syphilis, would 
remove an action that has advanced so far as 
to become evident to the senses, should, 2 


 fortiori, suffice for its removal in the earlier 


stages of its existence. As, however; analogy 
is an unsafe guide in medicine, it is necessary 


to inquire on what Mr. Hunter's opinion is 
founded: and it seems to he solely on the __ 


servation, that the secondary symptoms 


times arise, notwithstanding a full use of 


mercury; this being not — sufficient to 
prevent their occurrence. | meme 

That this is occasionelly toe! will be 
readily admitted by every one that is at all 
conversant with practice in this disease. The 
| secondary symptoms shew themselves, and 
even recur again and again, where mene 
has been carried to à considerable b 
But that this is generally the case, founded o 


the principle laid down by Mr. Hunter, _ 15 
aides its 1 does not seem to me 


„ | extablizhed | 


- 


| EE 1 10 15 
94 en a be ier Ry 
It is a question, however, that merits ample 
discussion from its practical importance; for 
much severe treatment may be dispensed 
with, and much suffering spared to the pa- 
* tient if die. ace pen NE be well 2 85 
| ed. 
<P we derive any nett Son PPE in he 
present case? Are there any other diseases, 
arising from morbid poisons, 'whose actions 
can be cured, but not prevented, after con- 
tamination has taken place? I know of none. 
The Yaws, a disease which has been supposed 
to resemble the venereal in this point, is too 
imperfect in its history to be relied on. In- 
termittent fevers, which you have mentioned 
seem to me to afford no analogy, We have 
bardly a remedy for the paroxysm of inter- 
mittents, but an almost certain one as a pre- 
ventative. It may, it is true, be disputed what 
we shall call the diseased action in this 
case, and what the dispositinn; or what rank 
the intermission is to take; but there is o 
little resemblance in the cases, e ae 
Es not seem wen vine. 


„ 


| („ 
The opinion that mercury Bas no power 
over latent contamination, excepting a sus- 
pensive one, cannot be controverted by direcł 
experiment, because the only proof of conta- 
mination which we can have, is the appearance 
of subsequent venereal actions. But thought 
we cannot attain to certainty in this * _— | 
sumpti ve arguments are not wanting. 

If it were untversally true, that W 8 
has no power of removing the venereal dispo- 
sition, or, in plainer language, of destroying 
latent infection, cases of the secondary . 
ease would, I think, be much more frequent 0 
than they are actually found to be. Abe e | 


of virus probably takes place at an early pe- 


riod. At the very commencement of ulceration 
in chancre, the substance of the part itself TM 
taken up, and there can be no reason to sup-⸗ 


pose the virus to resist the action of the ab- 


sorbing vessels. That absorption of the poi- 


son does actually take place at a very early pe- 


riod, is proved by the case you have _ 
from Mr. Cline (Morbid Poisons, p. 244); © 
where the chancre was causticated on its Kut 
appearance, and mercury instantly exhibited: 
yet the . 1 neee chewed | 
themselves. - | | 1 jo. 
| "Ox 1 1＋ 


N * we are to suppose 1 Mr. Hunter, e 
Dy all the parts which are susceptible, become at 
| once contaminated, and mercury has no influ- | 
eence over them in this state, the constitution 
. should become affected. i in almost all cases, for 
absorption 8 probably always pfecedes the ap- 
plication of remedies. Either, therefore, 
mercury does prevent the future action, or a 
more frequent want of susceptibility to the 
Pe os disease must be supposed, than we have any 
5 grounds to imagine exists. That there | 1s 9C- 
_. casionally a want of susceptibility to the im- 
4 pression of the venereal virus, is true of this, as 
1 of most other poisons. But Mr. Hunter did 
not suppose it to be a frequent occurrence. 
80 The number that would escape the constitu- 
tional disease, if no mercury were employed, 
ieee by him as extremely small. 
„ 5 Notwithstanding this, e 8 
=" 80 far as to observe, that the want of suscep- 
„ tibility to the constitutional disease is, perhaps, 
˙⸗ßẽu5, more frequent than has commonly beensu oposed. 
TI l.)be different sceptibilities of different por= . 
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ons, wich regard to the primary symptoms, 
DEZ well known. Some appear to be ca 
_ 


| „ by altogether, callous to infection. On the other 
| Su Band, che NEST, with which chancres are 
| TL. pets , | healed, 
_ | | : 

N 5 4 ; 
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5 BE BYE 13 >: 
| healed by external. applications ak or at 
least with a very sparing use of mercury, dog 
ther with the long interval that occurs in many 
cases, between the first appearance of the 
4 chancres, and any affection of the glands of 
the groin, se rves to convince me, that there is 
also eee, want of wuseepd bie for the 
constitutional disease. e kes 5 
LY a rom the different. periods at Mich we fe 
observe the glands of the groin to become al- 
- fected, it would: seem, that! contamination does 
not always take place immediately on tlie poi- 
son being applied; but that a long and fre- 
quent application is often necessary to produce 
the specific impression. On this supposition „ 
wie can account for the many cases of chan= 
- ere which, are cured by local means, without 
ing followed by! the eee bel up- 
toms. „ 157 225 * 4585 FLY | 
* 2 The dbpodtion PH parts 10 855 impret 0 
ty the venereal poison, is probably influenced — 
in different ways. The actual Presence of ves - | 5 £ 1 1 
nereal action in the neighbourhood,- Seems (o 5 
be one: for the matter of chancres must ne- abs . 3 
_ cenanty; be applied to the adjacent parts; yet - 
fresh chancres are not the consequence. There „ 
are e * other circumstances aer which | 
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0 88 — and hin we do. 
not at all understand. . 
Wbilst, therefore, we are 80 * in ithis - 
dark respecting the susceptibility of the 5 - 
tem, or its different parts, we can judge very 
_ imperfectly of the effects of remedies; and our 

| judgement of the truth of Mr. Hunter's opinion 
can only be formed, by a consideration of all 
the different circumstances. Though the 
occasional reappearance of the symptoms gives 
a colour of probability to the notion, that mer- 
eury does not remove latent contamination, it 


is yet not conclusive ; for the fact may Bs * 


otherwise accounted for. 
In the first place, it is not one 0 eee 
occurrence. From my own observation 1 


Should say, and the opinion is not singular, 
that when mercury is carefully employed, and 


its action kept up for a considerable length of 
time, the secondary symptoms will very rarely 
appear. In the greater number of instances of 

the secondary disease, which have occurred to 
my observation, I have been able to ascertain, 


dat mercury had been employed in a superficial 


manner, either from carelessness in the patient, 
or from a preconceived theory in the mind of 


the practitioner. © 255 venereal action,” Mr. 


Hunter © 


ö th 15 * | 3 
Hunter observes, (p. 24107 « ig just Py soon 
destroyed in a large chancre as in a mall 
one; for every part of the chancre being equally 
affected by the mercury, is equally easily cur- 
ed.“ On this principle I have known practi» 
tioners push the mercury vigorously, till a con- 
siderable affection of the mouth was produced, 
and then suddenly discontinue it: under this 
treatment the chancre will often heal. Some- 
times too, it has happened unexpectedly, | 
that the mouth has been 0 violently affected 
by a very small quantity of the remedy, that a 
further use of it became for some time imprac- 
ticable ; and the chancre having healed before 
the salivation had declined, it has not been _ 
judged requisite to recur to the use of mer- 
cury. In each of these cases, I have obserugd 
the secondary symptoms to succeed. On 
such occasions, therefore, the recurrence of the 
disease may be explained, without supposing . 
a want of power in Ty to > remove wa Jas #3 
tent contamination. 3 ee eee, 


Does mercury act equally in ED 5 75 „ 


or is salivation a test of the Whole having 


taken on a new action? This is a question 3 


considerable i importance in explaining, the phe: ak 


nomena of the disease, and the facts revPecting: 5 
Its cure. | | | 


1 have 


3 


(1 2} 
I have many times seen a violent affection 
of the mouth take place suddenly, from a small 
quantity of mercury *, without a corresponding 
change being produced: on the symptoms of 
the disease. When mercury runs off by stool, as 
it is called, or produces any other violent and 
partial action in the system, the disease generallß 
remains stationary till the remedy be cautiously 
repeated. Again, it is very common to see 
both chancres and secondary ulcers under the 
use of mercury, healing in one direction and 
spreading in another, so that they come at last 
to occupy an entirely new seat: and when va- 
rious symptoms exist together, some are found 
to give way, at the time that others go on in- 
creasing. These circumstances prove the un- 
equal action of mercury in the system, and en- 
able us to understand, why the symptoms re- 
cur at all: why they return repeatedly in the 
same parts, as I hope to shew. hereafter; and 
whty some symptoms now and then resist its 
; te pb e of 
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| * Three or . grains of FR rae. have often nt . 
ealivation i in women ; and when this bas been the case I 


have never observed the symptoms of the disease to be 5 


. dy: relieved, till a more gentle: and mY wer. 
5 . 


ce 17 3 1 
time, although. the system appears to by n 
impregnated with the remedy. 
The readiness to be affected 6 mercury 
depends probably on the state of the irritability. 
at the time. Both the sensibility and irrita- 
bility of parts are much augmented, when i in- 
flamed or uleerated, and, when in this state, 
they are more open to the impression of sti- 
muli. Venereal tumors and ulcers are thus. 
more susceptible of the mercurial irritation, 
than parts whose sensibility and irritability. re- 
main unchanged, which is the case for some 5 
time after gontamination. A reason may hence 1 
be afforded, why-the same mercurial course, 
which is sufficient for the remoyal of the ap- 
parent action, may yet be inadequate to over- _ 
come that latent degree of the disease which - 
Mr. Hunter. terms disposition. 5 an 4 
Mr. H. remarks p-. 335, 10875 it is, no . 
true, that mercury acts readily on disessed 
parts, whilst it affects little those Which are 


sound. The less, therefore, parts are removed bo 


from the healthy state, as in the early. stages 67 
of. contamination, the greater will be the dif- 
ficulty of impressing them with the mercurial 
irritation, and thus the preventive powers of _ 
an will be less aPParens, NP its . e 
. EY e * 3 
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exist. 
1 he gr reat Ftuaty ot the woot ny witio- 
_ torns in the prevefit day, and the numerous 
relapses which take place, are attributable,” in 
my opinion, to the slight and superficial man- 
her in which it has been of late the ſashion t6 
employ m mercury. 1 know nöt whether Mr“ 
_ Hunter's practice was of this kind, but I know 
that of t many of his followers to be So z and, un- 
doubtedly, i it is a fair deduction from his prin- | 
Þ ciples. A conviction that it is an inefficacious 
and 2 hurtful practice has been my induce- 
| ment to offer you the present remarks. 11 fl 152 
practice undoubtedly well calculated to meet 
the taste and feelings of the patient ; but his 
safety and security ought to outweigh every 
slighter consideration. Pormerly the treat- 
ment of Lues Venerea was e and 
severe, perhaps unnecessarily so; but, I be- 
lieve, the recurrence of the disease was Lorry 
_ ratively less frequent.— -Upon the whole, there 
Tore, I am at à loss to conbider what has. bees 
termed disposition in any other light, chan 
as the cottmencetment of 4 - venereal action, 
not yet fully evolved, nor arrived to süch a 


| Pitch us to influence Ficbly the arucene ot 
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4 1 
functions of the part: of course, VR it differs 3 
from open venereal action in degree only, and 
not in nature and properties. With this opi- 
nion I should be induced to insist on a more 
rigid application of mercury in cases of chan- a 
cre : not only with a view of preventing conta- 
- mination, but of destroying 755 as had ac 
tually taken place. 155 

The appearance of the Secondary symptoms, 
and the chance of relapse, as far as I am able 
to judge, are greatly determined by the length | 
of time, and the degree, to which the use of 
mercury is carried, in the treatment of the first | 
affections. | 4D 
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Mr. Hunter alledges, in the summary which | 

J have given above, (p. 114), * that parts once 

cured never become again contaminated from 

the same stock of infection,” If by this is 

meant, that when the disease recurs aſter 8 
careful employment of mercury, it is not in. 

the same part, or order of N * that i is, tags 7 


3 That Fey was the opinion of Mr 1 er er may. be 
inferred from his Janguage : but it is confirmed, by the 
comment you have given in the Essay on Morbid Peisons, 
p. 239, where you obserye, „that When the diseaged 
action bas taken place in one order of parts, the skin for 5 
instance, and has been cured, it never appears again in in 
hat order of paris from the fame stock of infection. 


; nts . when 
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when the throat has 383 once attacked and 
_ cured, the skin is next the seat of the disease, 15 
and, after that, the bones: I must Say, it is con- 
tradicted by my experience. It is true, that 
after chancre has been for some time healed and 
all thickening of the part removed, we do not 
find ulcers breaking out on the genitals, which ; 
have the properties of chancre: it probably re- 

quires the recent matter of chancre to Pro- 


duce chancre. Nor do we find bubo in the 0 


list of secondary symptoms. But with regard 
10 the throat, skin, and bones, the return of | 
the disease on these parts, after a cautious use i 
of mercury, and after a considerable interval, 
has been frequently observed. The ING 5 
cases are in POT of n * | 
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en had continued for three or four weeks. On in- 


_ $peCtion, an ulcer, of the size of a Shilling, was visible ; 
in the back part of the pharynx, regular in its cir- 


ecumference, and covered with a white suet-like slough ; 7 5 


there was evident loss of substance, and the edges were 


| - freer: © There was a sanious discharge from the nos 


trils, and pain, and tenderness of the bones of the nose 
| externally. The left testis was enlarged and slightly 


* e e N * had not been en. . 


en 
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children. A quarter of a grain of sublimate was given 


thrice daily for a fortnight, at the end of which time, | 


the ulcer in the throat had almost healed; the pain and 
discharge from the nostrils 'had greatly diminished, and 
the pain and swelling of the testis had likewise nearly 


disappeared. | No affection of the OT from car mer- 


£0 was perceptible. ey 


At this period, violent griping and purging took 885 5 


and the sublimate was of course discontinued: * od 


former symptoms now became stationary. When 


affection of the bowels had subsided, the crude 9 ; 


Was employed, in tlie form of pills: the common” oint- 
ment was likewise rubbed in daily. This Plan was 


| pursued till October, with great freedom, (interrupted oe 
casionally by Diarrhœa), without producing any af- 
fection of the mouth; and the symptoms, after being 


some weeks stationary, appeared rather to gain ground. 
The bones of the nose were mors 2 525 3 : 


einn externally. eee 8 


ncreasing the quantities of che ö mercury «ll Further, 
the mouth became slightly sore, and the N again 
declined, but were soon again stationary. Fo 1 
In this way he went on kill Decarhe, wich K. or . 
n change in the discase, when the nose became more © 8s 
| painful, with an increase of the sanious discharge; and . 
a small vlcer appeared in the roof of the mouth, in | 
which the bone could be felt bare. Mercury was now | 
tried internally i ina great variety of forins, but 1 in nope = 
n FO it * Borne: m any considerable quantity : frig- 8 


5 ed to inleckion for at least four years Witte Way; - 
| "ing this interval, he had married, and had three healthy 
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tions alone therefore remained, together with. fumiga- 
tions with cinnabar.. From two to four drachms, 
and sometimes more, of the strong ointment,” Were 
most assiduously rubbed in, vight and morning, for * 
month, without producing any visible effect. The use 
of che warm bath was added, but still without affecting 
the mouth. The symptoms, hower er, slowly disap- 
- peared, What i is remarkable ; is, that the wife, from 
merely sleeping i in contact with the flannel worn by the 
patient, was thrown into a 19590 salivation N 3 
for several weeks. 

For two months the patient a to all Wespe, 
ance, perfectly well; after which, pain and ulceration 
-again took place, i in the noge, with appearances in the 


Akin threateping an external ulcer. Mercury was 


again resorted to, the mouth became soon affected, and 

the disease went off, More than "Ry "oP have. claps-. 

nd wiſhout N. return of the N . 
CASE n. 7 


T. 8. Tod a chancre i in October, 1 785 which was 


treated by caustic, and healed readily in a few days. 


A single pill of calomel was given daily without affecting 
the mouth. A swelling in the groin arose, which sub- 

sided in a few days under the use of the calomel, and 
which the patient was told was sympathetic. After 


about six weeks, the chancre again broke out, and, 


being situated on the prepuce, produced phymosis- 
with considerable discharge: an ulcer appeared in the 
| throat; e on the ns an . of cpr, wee 


yo 5 


6 
ebe, Mr) Of Which Wet atel and seist: l ber Mer. 


cury was now employed till the den New ry N | 


aud we symptoms all diodppeared, 
Ia July of the following yeat, a W 
kin feturfted 4s before, with scabs. The part where 


the chancre was situated, had, from the first, remained 


hard and thickened; it now became covered wich a 
scab, and apparently disposed to ulcerate. Soreness 
also returned in the throat. The scalp was tender to 
the touch in many parts, and there was frequent head- 
ach. Mercury was again resorted to, and the soreness 


in the throat disappeared within ten days: it was not, 


however, till the remedy had been freely continued for 


che space of two months, that the eruption lost its vivid 
Colour, ee ee Aa eee e 5.1 Was 


n nee Wie oh 


cs ml. 


i W. . in March, 1794, ww 2 8 


"i 


and tenderness of the/nose_externally.. On inspection, 
| ulceration. of the septum was Obseryable, with great 


redness of the whole membrane of the nostrils. The Re 


patient had had a venereal infection four years, before ; 4 


and the present symptoms having continued to increase 


for some weeks, threatening destruction to the bony . 
parts, the case was considered as venereal, and che use 


of mercury advised. It was not till a grain of subli- 5 


mate had been exhibited daily for six weeks, together © 
with ee of cinnabar, * the e, bs 


sanious discharge from the nosfrils, together with pain 
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mouth W sore * a | 
t _ Seien by 3 158 
N 4 
| means. ha was 7 e eee, 


N | 
| 5 F 
. Taten a n. has been many times infected hich BY 
venereal disease. Every eee reger * * | 


| Nodes are likewise discoverable on the tibie. Thew — 
gd symptoms have always yielded to a mercurial course, 


* 


kept sore for severa!“! 


* 


As 5 . J ; 
» 1 a : 
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back part of the throat, covered with e inte white 
dough; with loss of substance, and abrupt | 
| has also scabby eruptions on several parts In 3 


1 85 body. These symptoms are red as the result of | 
5 A venereal taint, contracted about eight months ago. © 


Mercury employed so as to affect the mouth for 
Weeks, ere removed the symptoms. A month ha 
| d, however, eure wed throat . ales? ; 


rated, ut wit out any eruption o skin. patier 
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was e Cline, RFF no e 
entertained. of che astire of che complaint. mercury 
was again advised, with fumigations, and assiduously 
employed during seven Weeks, hofors the throat got en. 
tirely well. . 

After three months more, e, during hich the patient 
continued in all respects sound, a scabby eruption ap? 
ee d Ae about the e Wes ir- 


1 a 


blue ane * . ne smoo 

A soreness ws * e was * 5000 N . i 
but giving 80. little uneasiness chat the patient was 
unwilling to suppose it other than the effect of digt 
cold; and avoided inspection. The unensiness, how- 
ever, slowly increased for two or three weeks,” when, 
on examination, there was observed extensive ulcera- 
tion in the back pf the pharynx, with white slough as 
before. Mercury was once more recurred to, but it 
was found difficult to affect the system. Plentiful fric- © 
tions with the blue oĩntment, and the sublimate inter- 
nally, as largely as the howels would bear, together wich 
fumigations, and sometimes mercurial gargles, were 
employed for upwards of two months before the ulee - 
iet had entirely disappeared. Eighteen months bave 
without a. farther return of the disease. 

2 chereſore, chat it is at length eradi- 
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In all these cases, mercury was carefully em- 
ployed to à considerable extent, and perse- 
vered in for several weeks; yet the former 
symptoms recurred. This, it must be allow- | 

ed, seems, at first sight, to favour the idea, 
that mercury does not remove the dispasition, : 
although it does the subsequent action. But, 
in my mind, it goes only to prove an inequa- 
| lity in the action of mercury, in consequence 
of which, the venereal action is only partially 
removed, or suspended; the parts not 3 | 
wholly under the influence of this. mineral. 
Lou express a doubt whether the cazes 
ee stated were really venereal; and observe, 
that they would probably have given way 
without the use of mercury. But Jam at a 
1oss to know, what stronger proof can be given 
Fs that they were really so, than the different . 
circumstances which accompanied them. The 
; symptoms could be traced distinctly to a ve- 
nereal origin; the parts affected were those 
: which are usually the seat of the venereal dis- 
ease; and the local appearances perfectly 
resembled those which are conſessedly vene- 
real: add to this, they yielded in the usual : 
| nh to the — 3 allowance being 5 
1 | "0p ; 


1 To. 


| made for some atquired ingensibility to its 40. 
tion. Whether your suspicion be just, that 
they would have got well if left Fo themselyes, | 
cannot now be determined. J confess this is 
a proof I did not think myself justified in 
waiting for: the progress of the disease, what ⸗ 
ever it was, was too rapid, and too destruetive, 7 
to. Amit of this its e, 16913 97008 -: 

But I will go a step farther: | eee 
eren, that the diseased appearances. had; after _ 
a time, got well of themselves, I: should deem 


even this no absolute proof of their not being 


of a venereal nature. I have seen cases which 
induce me to believe, that tlie venereal dis- 
ease, in some of its stages, and in certain 
circumstances, may get well without mer - 
cury or any other remedy. But this is con- 
trary to the doctrine of Mr. Hunter, who sup- 


posed, that venereal actions go on increas- 


ing, without any 9 16 wear ane 


out. 


evidence, 1 in the older Mriters on the subject: 


not to mention the late successful trials with 8 
. acids, 


4 


at 1 Jon 18 Wich modified 55 . 
mate, and other circumstances, is generally al- 

| lowed ; that; it has been cured by other means 

than mercury, we have also veiy sufficient 
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1 0 20 | 
nods; and . substances. Many of the *. 
pPiesaranees on the skin go off spontaneousty. 
When purple spots appear on the skin,“ 
i (Oe Mr. Hunter 'observes, P. 319, giving it a 
mottled appearance in this disease, many of the 
Spots disappear, whilst others continue and in- 
crease. The following case seems to me to 
prove, that venereal actions sometimes subside 
wpontanecusly, and again recur; or at . 
OT. dt pn ee es a rg ne OI: - 
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AD, Ty 105. H. . a ; abs man den dk. 
ferent parts of the body, as the thighs, legs, arms, &c. 
wich an aphthous appearance in the mouth and throat, 
but without ulceration. The bones of the nose are 
» paihful and tender to the touch, and the eyes ROO 
and slightly inflamed over their whole surface. 
symptoms, which have continued with intermissions for 
Several years, vary greatly in degree, oſten declining, and 

again recurring, particularly about the spring season of 
me year. They have often been called scorbutic, in 
„ he vulgar sense of the word, and treated with alteratiyes, 
e yy with mal doses of ee and — com- 


% 


| « | 20 * , 
I. dd ge 6e0n Ohesig, induced me to abus the pe. 
sent appearances to a venereal SONICE. hr u | 
About eight years ago, this patient a ite wich 
lues Venerea by a former husband. The symptome 
he recollects to have then had were, ulcers in the rot, 
. eruptions on the skin, exactly representing those which . 
at present appear. These symptoms were all removed 
by mercury, employed $0 as to excite considerable sali- 
vation. Latterly che shin- bones have not been affected, . 
but only e and e in na; manner ab Re 
cribed. GS 3 


25 * N 4 


About five ets ago > as ca; A e time, * 
has since borne three children. The symptoms above 
mentioned, together with a general scurfy eruption over 
the face, now first appeared, and have continued, in the 


way described, to the present time. It is remarkable 5 


chat during che time of pregnancy, the eruption has al 
Ways r and returned, . about a z mouth. 
_ after child- birth. 


The fue chill was born ls; bn Tales : = 


ol; an eruption appeared on it, similar to chat of he 
mother, which speedily went into ulcers, iat destrope 
it in a few weeks. The second child, when about the 
ame age, had a slight scabby eruption, which was fe- 
5 by a simple ointment furnished by the nurse: 
some internal remedies. were likewise given by. the ame 
3 but of what kind is not known. The same ap»... 
plied to the mother produced no effect. The third 
child was born healthy, and has continued so: but it it ; 
wn . a to the birth of chis, cho 


2. 


4 20 * „ 


itidthet underwent a an alteratise course Fol f thedicine,” 1 5 


1 


above mentioned. 3 2 


June 12, 1796. She 0 to üse the” Etude 59 g 


silver, in the form of an eleftuary,” together with the 
decoction of bark and” guaiacum.” In nine days the 
mouth grew sore, and by the first of September the 
eruption had in a great meastre disappeared, and the 
pain about the nose considerably lessened. The ther- 
cury was continued a month longer, the mouth WE: 
considerably affected the greater part of that time. 
From that period to the present November, , 
the en mn have ag, agar junta | 


N 


1 Kite case we find che ee 80 ne 
and equi vocal as to be readily overlooked, as 
to theit origin. We find them —_— 
and returning with the seasons, without the 
employment of the specific, or any other active 


remedy ; and, lastly; they are permanently re. 3 


moved only, by a cautious and - pe 7 5 


mercurial course. 


Tou, perhaps, will We in reſorting, with 85 


me, the case now related, to a venereal origin. 
There are many circumstances, however, Which 
confirm me in my opinion. 3 Though not 
strictly according with the history of the dis- 


: hand as . by Os: unden, chere are many 
| points 


3 
* * - 


(ay 


colity of e and I Re, ob met 1 * 


the same series of appearances, where a known 


venereal taint had not preceded. The inflam- 


ed state of the eyes; ; the En and tenderness of 
the bones of the nose; the soreness of the 5 


throat, though without ulceration; and, lastly, 


the affection of the skin, resembling entirelß 
that which accompanied the disease in its for- 
mer attack; these are all circumstances which 
strongly point out its analogy to Lues Venerea. 
Nor must the success of the mercurial course be 
overlooked, which though of little weight taken 


singly, yet, in combination with the above, 


5 serves to o confirm wy Won of what I have ad- 
the children after 
4 birth; horas —__ imilar to that of the mo-—- 


- „ is likewise referable to the same source. 


. hus it would seem, that the venereal — 1 LEE 
ease, like many others, grows milder by dura- 


tion; and there is little difficulty 1 in supposing, 


that the symptoms would at length, in some 
: instances, after being repeatedly combated 
by ae e 2987 nn 1 8 5 


ther: 


_ one fon of FR 8 (Sonoran)! we 
know this to be often the case. Something | 
a1his kind too * to take place mm 
Tt - | . 1 


* 


1 — 
With regard to chaneres. «It often happens,” 


Mr. Hunter observes, © that after chancres 


are healed, and all the. virus gone, that the 

cicatrices ulcerate again, and break out in 
the form of chancres, They often have 50 
much the appearance of chancres, that many 
are treated as venereal that are not such ; they 
differ in not spreading $0 fast, nor 50 far; they 

are not 80 painful, nor so much inflamed, and 
have not the hard basis, nor do they produce 
venereal buboes. Yet a malignant kind, when 
they attack a bad constitution, may be taken 


for a mild kind of chancre, or a chancre in a 


good constitution. I have seen several that 
have puzzled me extremely.” The only rea- 
60n, then, for supposing these not to be ve- 
nereal is, that they sometimes get well without 
mercury. But, if this proof is not absolute, 
and the resemblance to chancre is s0 striking f 
as to have deceived even Mr. Hunter's pene- 
trating eye, it appears to me the lesser diffi. 
culty to admit the sameness of their nature. . 
The efflorescence in the throat, which is fre- 
quently observed to succeed venereal ulce- 
ration, together with the occasional and tran- 
sitory pains which are often felt by those WhO 
have recently recovered from the constitu- 
TEE To „„ tional 


1 

tional disease; shews a tendency to a renewal 
of the diseased action; or rather, are themselves 
real symptoms, but so modified by time, and 
redueed in force, as to subside at E with- 
out the assistance of art. 1 MH 63-21 30,0 

If this were granted, it ed not follow 
chat the disease in the latter stages should be 
left to pursue its own course, without a} re- 
medy being applied for its removal. | Yet there 
are cases where it would be desirable to know, 
that a spontaneous termination might be 
hoped for: such, for instance, are those, and 
there are many of this kind, where mercury 
| 80 violent and deleterious effects in n the 
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1 part by, Fike 932 8 0. 1 Mr. he . 
ter, on which I beg leave to offer a few res 
marks, i is that where he asgerts, * ce that the mat-- 
ter afforded by the secondary ulcers is inca- 
pable of infecting, and, therefore, that the dis- 
ease, in this stage, is altogether different from . 
the former.” If this be well founded, all the 
parts which are susceptible, and which are 
ever observed to become diseased, must be 
contaminated at once, by the matter afforded 3 


1 34 4 
by the primary oymptom of chancre or pubs, 
and without any relation) or es), wank 
each- other. N 915 ekt el eino 165% 
Amidst the mMultitude of aaa: export. 
ments, it is rather surprising that a point of 
this magnitude should remain yet undecided ; 
a point, too, which is so easily reducible te 
certainty. But 80 it is; for I cannot deem 
the experiments mentioned by Mr. Hunter as 
decisive: they are 100 ſew to warrant so gene- 
ral and important a conclusion. The first on 
dite subject was made at St. George's: Hogpr 
tial, and the eg are "the toro a 
respocting it. 255 


A woman who aid on the oa i 

ö about twelve months before, came into the hospital with 
zeveral venereal ulcers under the arms, and upon the 
breasts near the nipples. She had dome twins soon 
after the appearance of the secondary symptorns, thav- 
ing advanced only eight months in her pregnancy) 
a n find) and, as che reported, were born 
with blotches upon them. Another child which she had 
habituated to suck ber, although nearly chree years of 
2 E. was also covered with blotches. Mr. Hunter 
naturally asked, how did the last child receive the in- 
 fetion? did it take place from the secondary ulcer on 

dhe nipple? To 9 whether the matter of the 
„ . Os ulcer : 


( 3s * | | 

che was infectious, he ordered the woman to 3 
oculated with some of her own matter, and wich some 
primary venereal matter from another person, to see 
whether or not chancres would be produced equally 
from both. Both punctures inflamed, that from her 
own matter the carliest of tht two: both had the ap- 
pearance of small -pox pubtules; | that' from her owt 
matter healed of itself at the end af a month the 
other spread very fast, and Was at. length-cured by mer- 
cury. The child was like wise inoculated with same 
of its own matter, and some matter from a common 

sore; the punctures both in . ed to a rrifling degree, 
but G not go into supparation. In another ihstance, . 
a patient was inoculated with some matter from à large | 
venereal ulcet in che thront of man. A slight inflim- = 
mation was produced in this case, but it htalet With⸗ 
out employing mercury. From these experiment Mr. 

Hunter concluded, . that the matter from a primar 
venereal ulcer,is alone capable. of infecting ; 4 Whilst ha 
from a secondary uleer x may produce. an inflammation, 
and even an ulcer; ; but bath these are capable of being 
cured with6br mercury, and Han have not the 9 85 
cific mitune af Ene bores”: F CU TRY e ee 
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Giving. fall credit to the exporiodantss ald 
as they go, they do not seem 40 me to wars. 
rant 80 extensive 7a conclusion as Bas been 
drawn from them. It. is clear, from the ap- 
pearances Which followed its application, that 
the matter of the secondary ulcer in the w-. 

1 WF. 13 man, 


(36) | 
man, was possessed of a poisonous property 3 
and therefore it argues a specific action in 
the part affording it. That the ulcer occa- 
| Sioned by It should heal without mercury, need 
not excite surprise. The virus had not wholly 
lost its properties; yet it had become so in- 
ert, as to excite merely a degree of disease, 
which declined spontaneously. The system, 
at the same time too, had probably become, 
in some measure, from habit, insensible to its 
effects, and therefore required the activity of 
matter from the primary and acute state . 
chancre, to produce any lasting effect. 
That the quality, or activity of the = | 
should vary with the degree of action in the 
part producing it, is highly probable, 9 cer- 
tain degree of concentration, and a certain, 1 
quantity of infectious matter of any king, are | 
necessary, to enable it to produce its specific . 
effects. The variolous poison may be so diluted 
as to be harmless; and from the Abbe Fon- 
tana's experiments we learn, , that quantity like- 


wise influences the effects of animal poisons. 


The experiments of Mr. Hunter, therefore, 
only shew that the virus produced by secon- 
dary ulcers is less active than that 'of chancre; 1 
1 do not go the length * a differ 


nee | 


2 1 37 * 
ence in quality, otherwise than in degree. | 
| Had the matter from the mother been applied 
to a sound person, instead of herself, the * 
periment would have been more conclusive. 

How, it may be asked, did the child receive 
the infection, if not from the secondary ulcers 
of the mother? No other source is pointed 
out, or even hinted at. And how is the fact, 
of the twins being both born with hlotches on 
them, to be accounted for, unless on the idea | 
of inſectious matter as: in the circulation 
of the mother? N * 

The eee = 4 FED * 8 
3 venereal blotches, long subsequent to 
the first contraction of the disease by the mo- 
e there are many instances of; and they 
can only be explained on this principle. 
When this takes place long subsequent to the 
first infection of the mother, its source must 
be referred to the secondary ylcerations, for 
we cannot suppose the virus to be floating i in 
the system from the time the chancre first 
existed. In the case of the woman, related 
„ Mr. Hunter, there were secondary ulcers - 
during the time of pregnancy; the primary 
symptoms had been removed preyiously to 
this. In Case VI, above described, no source 


appears _ 
Eo 


« 3B ) 
| n ue: ade: zecondary syinptonis, and 
they existed in a very advanced stage. That 
infe&tious matter can float in the system, and 
be conveyed, by means of the placenta, to 
the fœtus in utero, is proved by several un- 
doubted bases, of childten being born with 
vatiolous pustules on them *; at least, I know 
uo other explariation of the fact: and the 
tame . ad _ in the To ut | 
aw d . 
5 Thete appear, ne no „ tithe. 
Priori, in supposing the matter of setondary 
ulcers to be infectious ; and the negative is 
not proved saffleiently ta remove out doubts; = 
If may be applied without producing uleera- 
tion; fur even the matter of chanere is ap- 
plied to parts of the surface in the vicinity 6f | 
the original ulcer, yet without exciting ul. 
cerstion ; and it may produce 0 250 | 
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1 * of this kind is adduced, by Dr. Pearson, from hia 


5 own. observation, together with twenty-two other gases, 
collected from different sources, of infection of the unborn ; 


5 ftetus with variglons matter.—See 1 7 bat en . ihs 8 


Pogue, Vol, iv. a 0 TE; (i 
"WIE? . 5 | : „ 5 Tf ws 


e 
_ 16. theretore;' the matter affofded vy ths he se- 
condary ulcerationg be possessetd of poisonous 
properties, as would appear from the experi: | 
ments of Mr. Hunter, und:from' the contami. 5 

nation of the fœtus in utero; it is highly pro- 
bable that many of the symptoms in the later 
Stages of the disease are propagated from this 
ds gcurce. If we suppose with Mr. Hunter, that 
all the parts which are suseeptible are conta- 
minated at once, on the first absorption of he 
virus, though they come into action at very 
different periods, we might expect that when : 
the disease recurred after a considerable inter- N 
val, it would, sometimes at least, "Show itself | 
in many parts at once. But it appears othet= 
wise: ulceration in the throat is followed, for 


a by ulcers 6n the skin, or bite d, 1 


| thege again by tumor and caries in tlie bones: 
but always so in succession, as foreibiy to Im- 
Press on us the idea, that they bear to edch 
other the relation of cause and effe e 
disease when neglected, or when it resists the 
usual remedies, goes on increasing, attacking 
one part aſter ONE] in 3 a va 


ried, zuccession. W F 71.9090 288 | ; | | 
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I this be really ah state oft ie” eue, Well 
. e which results from it it, is: char 8 
ö . hould 5 


14 40 
ahould not be cbntent with the appatent re- 
moval of the present symptom, by perhaps a 
slight use of mercury, according to the hypo- 
| thesis of Mr. Hunter: but that our treat- 
ment should be as severe and long continued, 
a8 is compatible with the general health and 
; feelings of the patient; for the double purpose 
of removing evident symptoms, and, at the 
same time, of keeping up the mercurial action 
for such a period, as we may judge requisite 


for the removal of the floating poison by the 


ordinary processes of the system. The length 
of time, indeed, required to effect this, we 
cannot precisely ascertain; but, from experience 
of the disease, it would seem, that several 
weeks are necessary; for in less than this, re- 
lapses are frequently found to take place. 
VMfr. Hunter denies (p. 56) that the testis is 
attacked by the venereal disease, either in its 
primary or secondary stage. That the affec= 
tion of this part, which takes place in gonerr- 
| hea is not venereal, is well ascertained, and 
; - gehecally allowed, T; But Lhave so often seen 
an enlargement of this part accompanying the 
gecondary symptoms, and yielding, like them, 
© the use of mercury, where at the same time 
there was no stricture, or other affectien of 
. : 1 the 


(Ws. N 


the urethra, to which the -ovellivg: might be 
attributed, that 1 can entertain no doubt of 
its making a part of the same disease. This 
opinion, tod, is sanctioned by most writers on 
the subject; and it must be acknowledged 
that Mt. Hunter mT 10 means wa Kant”, 
on this point. | 1 0 
Upon the Ale, it Wappen to te, that in 
Mr. Hunter's docttine of the venereal disease, N 
something has been sacrificed to system: thie 
unusual and anomalous appearances have eti- ; 
gaged less of his attention than their Iinpor- 
tance merits. I am persuaded; that this disease, 5 
especially i it its latter stages, is subject to con- be 
siderable variety: that its actions ate blendet! 
with, or, at least, influenced by; other diseabeb, 
as well as by varieties of climate, Tedseftalled, | 
and other Caves: This is apparent, not nx 
in its external characters, but in its Pefibtis, 
and ng ent which denen een a 
affected. q90 07/477 "IM 
With "this 1 vatiety in "the ai 
ymptoms and progress of the disease, e 


might natutally expect a corresponding want It 


of uniformity in the mode of cure; and inthe 
en of tetnedies. The cure of a disse > 
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by mercury is ou no proof of its having 
a venereal origin; nor, on the other hand, is 
the failure of this remedy to be taken in all 
cases, as a proof of the contrary. Yet. this 
:1dea has been entertained. by some. Mercury, 
| undoubtedly, does sometimes fail to, exert. any 
| power over the symptoms, or, at least, one that 
zs sufficient for their entire removal. Instances 
of this must have occurred to most practi- 
tioners; and it is of great importance to inves- 
tigate the causes which occasion this want of 
success. Amongst others, tHe? followings. 

think, Gegerveinotice.., mn wy 7 ond oe 
Some persons appear to pogsess a an extreme 
| Fat r, to the operation of mercury. Ex- 
hibited in every form and quantity, it is diffi- 
cult, and for a long time impossible, to pro- 
=; duce any visible effects from its use. In such 
cases, the disease is difficult of removal. It is not 
easy to discover on what this insensibility de- 
pends. It does not seem to depend merely on 
strength of body; for it takes place in habits 
widely different in this respect; nor is it refe- 
rable to the general | state of irritahility; for 
there is no proportionate insensibility to the 
action of other Stimuli. We are compelled, 
| therefore, to refer \ it to Some innate peculiarity 


of 


2 


| 43 ) —_ 
of constitution, of the nature of which” we 
are e altogether, e K. is to che Fan 


trengrh; the ne of this by bleeding or | 
_ purging, Tenders the system, in many cases, 
more readily susceptible of the mercurial in- 
fluence, 5 U | i 

Another cause of the failure of mercury is 
just the reverse of the former. Here it pro- 
duces great and deleterious effects in the sys. 
tem; so that it often becomes impossible to 
prosecute its use for a length of time, and in 


quantity sufficient, to effect a removal of the 
disease. Where mercury acts in this manner, 


it also seems to act partially; affecting some 
one part with violence, and others little, wr - 
not at all. Thus, it is not only when purging 5 
1s produced' in a considerable degree, that 

mercury ceases to operate on the disease; but 
sali vation itself, if rapidly induced, and carried 


to a great length, often appears to counteract 
the beneficial effects of the remedy. This 


disad vantage can only be obviated by a cau- 


tious administration, and by a careful attention 
to the local effects as they arise It is propet 


to observe here, that the disposition to be af- 8 


c fectey in this violent manner by mercury, 18 | 
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en or greatly i increased, by a want of 


necessary sustenance, and by great debility 
from any cause. The practical rule in this 
case is obvious. | 
| Again, the constitution, [vs 1 use, by 
| comes habituated, in some degree, to the sti- 
mulus of mercury, as it does to that of other 
remedies; and thus its powers are diminished, 
This can only be remedied by occasional inter- 
missions, or by the substitution of different N 
forms *. The following case will, perhaps, 
. some rd a, this matter, | 


"CASE vl. 


| GEN x08. eee 
venereal disease eighteen months since. About four 
months ago, he put himself under the care of my friend 
Dr, Nankivell, of Cannon- Street, for the secondary 
symptoms: these were, vlcers in the throat, and a 
node on the point of the elbow, which had likewise 
ulcerated. The throat got well under a mercurial 
course; but the bone at the elbow having been found 
carious, the patient was committed to my care for sur- 
50 aid. = | 
Wichin the last week, the throat ba again . 5 
and the sore on the * has begun 0 opread, "There 


The impertebcg of the new ene 1 Lys hs | 


more 3 nene ©. 
is : 


1 
F „ 
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is also a small ulcer on the right. temple, 1 near the 
corner of the eye. The general health is much im- 
paired; he sweats much at night, and is considerably 
| emaciated. The following are the present appearances 
of the ulcers: The surface is nearly level, covered with 
a whitish adhesive Slough, and depressed about a line 
beneath the level of the surrounding skin. The cir» 
cumference is irregular ; the edges are sharp and abrupt, 
Harduess and redness, with tenderness to the touch, 
extend some way into the surrounding skin and cellu- 
lar membrane.—Let him take the nitrous acid internally, b 
and let the gore be dressed with lint, wet with a dilute | 
acid wash. De game to be used as a gargle. | 

Jan. 1, 1798. He began with half a drachm of the 
acid daily, and increased the quantity, in four or five 
days, to one drachm. | This quantity at present agrees 
well; the appetite and general health are much im- : 
proved, The ulcers, j in place of a 2 sanious discharge, ; 
afford good matter ; the curls” clean. The edges 
have softened down, and skinning advances. The sur- 
rounding parts lose their hardness, redness, and great | 
sensibility. — Continue the acid. 
5th. A considerable part af che ulcer on the elbowy 
has healed in the lower part. The upper portion, as 
Well as the sore near the eye, are stationary. The ulcer 
in the throat has healed, Continue the acid. | 
19th. The vicer on the elbow ceases to heat; hes | 
comes sloughy aud painful. Cantina the acid, 1 
 H2th, Ulcers are foul and spreading, with a dw 
4 —.— a _— "eu gome gn yo in- 
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1 to a drach and a balf daily. " Diccontinue 
the acid, and take a grain of | opium at nights. | 


185 


- 16th. Ulcers continue spreadin g. Omit tie opium, , 
and rub a drachm of. common mercurial ointment ( Ing. 


: Hydrarg. fort. 5 into the legs and thi ghs. every night. = 


20th, The ulcers cease to spread, and assume the | 
former favourable appearances, | Mouth not 15 sore.— 
Continue the ointment, 


27th. Mouth slightly affected by the mercury; 5 ul 


cers healing ; that on the elbow. at the inferior part 


only ; - and that near the eye-lid, at the outer FFT 


| Rub in every other night only. 


Feb. 4th. Ulcers continue | mending —Continue the 


ointment, 


- 


March 1. The 3 Ne 1 5 1 conti. 
nued regularly the whole of the last month. The mouth 


is still sore. For some days past the sores have under- 


gone an unfavourable change, with the former appear- 
ances of Slough, thickened edges, and sanious discharge. 
i piece of bone has come away from the elbow, the 


size of a horse-bean. Discontinue the ointment, 


Py 


6th. Ulcers spreading. —Take 4 quarter of. 2 4 grain 


hoes. a mall K of oo three times 4 45. 


* * ; 


| of corrosive Sublimate, ( Hyararg. muriat. 91 ina 29 3 


* 
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F bere is an inconvenience attending this mode of ex- 
- hibiting the sublimate, and which I bave frequently met 
with. If the pill, as it often does, lodges some time in 
the oesophagus before it is carried into the stomach, it 
Saen a 8 troublesome degree of irritation, and some - 


times 5 


Fi 
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May 1. The vl has been continued, RE 
: occaional intermissions of a day or two, on account 
of an irritated State. of bowels. The mouth has been 
sore the whole time. The ulcer near the eye has in 
great part bealed. From having gone on healing in 
one direction, nd spreading in the opposite one, it 


occupies an entirely new seat, being now situated on che 
upper eye- lid. The same has taken place on the arm, 


che chief part of the sore being now situated above 


the elbow. Another, portion of bone has come away, | 


and the cavity is fling. fe fast with. new r e ene 
the oublimate. _ 1 | wn 


1 


FEY, 


some 3 „The arm continues to gram Fahy new 


skin adyvancing in a line upwards. across the sore. . 


Mouth still 7 Gomplains of sore throat. On i in. 


5 throat, ; as 15 4 as FY .silver. "he 7 the 


Te and recur to the mercurial ointmeni r 
| hte Ulcers: os park, x; He new. „ cicatrix 
has opened and put on the usual foul APPEATAUNESSe. The 


mou A; more OW ah Spitting... The e feels 


? * SE SH nw ls | = ifs ix 3 
times berete 3 and inability 40 ms” 
which engure, for several days. The best mode of exhi- 
dition which. 1, have found, is to mix the zublimate in 


* 


powder with, a. wall quantity. of Water, adding. a. few 


drops of the muriatic acid. In this way, .a perfcer solu- 


tion is formed, bie ch I think. is Jess ns. afect the 
bowels, than an the common s0lution ! io irit. 8 


N ee e 
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Sealiy debilitated from the mercury. Bü the | 
mercury, and take the Peruvian bark: 


27th. Since leaving off the mercufy, the f 
health is much improved: the ulcers have likewise 


mended rapidly; that 720 che _ has mn W — 


Continue the bark. 
June 4th. Sores again e foul, l to 
spread. On the prominent part of the right cheek, a 
small tumour has appeared, of a dull red colour. No ulcer 
visible in the throat; but a pain is felt, on swallowing, 
about the posterior nostrils, darting through the ears. 
There is also some sanious discharge from! the nostrils. 
Continue the bark only. : 

Ith. Ulcers all ae Cheek aerated. * newt | 
again ulcerated in the former part. Complains of much 
pain over the whole forehead, which is exceedingly 
sensible to the touch. Tale a quarter of a grain -& . 
sublimate, in solution, three times a da. 

' Toth. Bowels disordered. Ulcers continue to spread. 
Severe pains in the forehead, and other elbow. —Conti- 
nue the Sublimate, arid * in ns & a drachm of 1 Mereu- 
rial ointment at night. 1 

17th. Symptoms as before. Maly babes tio 
evident effects. Continue the same remedies. 

aach. The ulcer on the arm clean and bealing; those | 
on the eye-lid and cheek still foul. The left ankle 
zwelled, and very painful, as is the forehead: Contimur 
the vintment, and take the nitrous acid as fret as How; h 
Stomach will bear. b : y „ 


July Ist. Three drachms of 40 acid hal been taken 3 


in = course of the 1 week. Vlceration in 
: the 


62 

che throat has disappeared. Pins are greatly di di Da. - 
ed. Sores clean and nan Acid and rage: as be- 
fore. EF? 
© Skinning only © Sheatieed; Pains iii, 

Mouth slightly sore.—Continue the ointment and actd. 
15th. Ulcers still getting better; but there is an in- 
crease of pain in the forehead and in the ankles, ex- 

tending along the shin-bones. —Medirines as before. 
| 218. Ulcers for some days stationary. Pains abated. 
A diarrhoea having come on, oimit the and N . 
the ointment. | i e 
August st. m n _ as befines X | 
weakness increases Iucrease the quantity wo the omt- 
ment : take a drachm of nitrous Fane daily, and a n 7 
of opium at night. | 15 
14th. The patient is 80 mole reduced 15 part 
and 8weating, as to have been unable to sit up for seve- 
ral days past; yet the ulcers have gone on to heal: the 
pains are trifling. The acid was laid aside after a few 
days use. There is ee calivation. A 
the ointment, | 35 

24th. Skinning has We and the ee 
are every where on a level with the surrounding skin, 
which is soft and easy. The ulcer on the eye-lid has 
quite healed, and that on the check ry" S0, Still 
great weakness, with Sweating ; and purging recurring 
every two orthree days. Nostrils org CG . 
Continue the ointmet. A 
Sept. 2. Ulcers have been * for some FRY 
and now begin to spread towards the sound skin. The 
H 5 OO gnuffling 5 


„ CG 

| snuMling © in the nose increases; pains in the knees and 

_ ankles considerable. Omit tlie ointment for a few days. 

7th. Appearance different in different parts of the 
same ulcer ; in one part clean and healing, in another 
spreading but always in a direction towards the sound 
skin, Still omit the arntment : ed the ſs f the 
| lcers with the blue vitriol. 

' 11th. In thosę parts of the s Sores which were clean, 
* level with the skin, the vitriol has evidently pro- 
moted the skinning; the foul parts seem to spread faster 
for the application. The sweating has ceased, and the 

general health is much improved. No medicines. 

Id th. Ulcers again spreading: pains increase. N 1 

turn to the use of the mercurial gintment, 

25th. Mouth sore from the mercury, Ulcers healing 
rapidly: pains abated. Complains of a burning pain 
at the pit of the stomach, with great sense of weakness. 

—Continue the ointment, and Fake STOR: an 295 

dyne spirituous mixture. 

28th. Great general coder the" he last two W 
as head- ach, sickness, vomiting, and diarrhœa. Jaundice 
too has appeared. Sores are clean, and che discharge 
good; but the granulations are Temarkably pale-cq- 
loured. —Omit the ointment. Apply a hlister to the pit 
| of the Stomach, and take frequently small doses of tinct. 

V | ION 

October 4. Jaundice going off. General health 
somewhat mended. Pains trifling. The ulcers have gone 

on healing rapidly, and look clean, excepting in one or 

tw o points, which are > foul, and hs a sharp and 


ele- 


at: 


| elevated — Takes now ys a 521 pt of tine. opii at | 


Ni 
Pg Symipticn e's as before: —Uit b. whe | 
mercurial dinttment for à few nights. 

21st: Aſter three applicatiotis of the ointment, Fr 
ing and purging supefvened. Sores rather increased. 


A node is perceived on the fotchend . ake the decor" 
tion of WE and n bark THER e ere 


cury. 


. Bowel e Ulcer on che arm 76 


mended; but that on the theek is spreading. Node as 
before. A boil appeared on the point of the right Houl- 


det à few days ago, Which has since ulcerated, and put 


on the same foul appearances as the other sores. Con- 


tinue the bark and guaiacum. 


Nov. 36th. © The ulcers have been neatly £7 A 


since the last report. The node on the forehead becomes 
softer, threatening to ulcetate. General health improved. 
Add the sublimate in small quantities to the decoction, 


increaring eg e, ; together with a 72 drogs 


of tinct. opii. 


- Dee. 4th. Sablicadte has been otadually. aerial 8 
from the thirty second to the eighth part of a grain. 
It occasions sickness, and sometimes griping. All the 
vicers are getting better. Node considerably reduced. 
Shin-bones are painful, especially at nigtit. Some sa- 
nious discharge from the right nostril. Teeth feel 


loose, with spitting.— Continue the gublimate. 


_ 17th. - Bowels have been much disordered the last : 


week, on which account the sublimate has been omit- 


ted. The sores on the arm have nearly healed; that | 


on the cheek quite dry, but covered with a yellow scab. 


Hz x Fains 
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b 
Nine inconsiderable. Still a discharge from the nos- 
trils, but not offensive; and scabs gen come be 
Cantinue the ublimatee. | 
Jan. gth, 1799- 1 now ee in Ns 5 . 
quarter of a grain; occasionally produces sickness 
and purging. The, sores, after being stationary for 
some days past, are again spreading, with the usual ap- 
pearances.—C ontinue the gublimate, and rub i in Ld a 
drachm of mercurial ointment every night. 
Ich. Mouth more affected by the mercury. Vieers 
much mended.—Continue the sublimate, and i increase the 
quantity. of the ointment. 
26th. Mouth very sore. Most 4 che Bo e e 
ed: one on the arm is still foul. —Omii tie mercury. 


altogether. 
1 : 28th, The ulcers on the. arm el 8 = 
1 one of them is covered with a scab. Check. nearly. 


healed, but scabby. Complains of pain in the forehead 
and left knee. Nose much fed, and left r in- 
flamed. —No remedies. 1 5 
Feb. 5th. The falling off of. the — ga on 7 85 arm obo f 
discovered a foul ulcer underneath. The edges of che 
ulcer on the cheek become red and elevated, threaten-- 
ing to spread. Complains of great pain and tenderness 
over the whole forehead.— Rub in two. Scruples. r mer 
curial ointment every night. 0 tort. le 
. 16th, Pains are lessencd : _ulcers 87 as mee | 
Continas 2he ointment. | 
24h, Movth much added. Sores again > ending, 
—Continue the omment. . 


March. 


£95 Th 
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[ins Iich. ' Sores again dried up; but fe-opened 


aſter a few days. Mouth still sore.— Lay _ pen 
eint ment, and take the bark i in powder... 


17th. Vicer on the. arm stationary; that « on a 


cheek spreading. Nose much stuffed. Rub in ra drachm 


of ointment every night. | 
* 5th. Mouth sore with collderabl epirting. Ulcer 
on the cheek. still foul and spreading; that on the arm 


clean, with granulations ahove the level of the ING _ 


healing. Continue the ointment. 
April Is. The gums still much affected, idk 


Spitting. , Sores as before. —Omit the ointment, ond take | 


4 drachm of nitrous acid daily. 

th. Three drachms only of the acid 1 been 

taken, which was all the stomach would bear. The 

ulcer on che cheek spreading; that on the arm clean 
and stationary: the right eye much inflamed. Nostrils 


much obstructed, with sanious discharge.— . ate a quar-- | 


ter of a grain of the sublimate thrice daily. 


I Ith. The good effects of the sublimate are already : 


perceptible : the ulcer on the cheek has ceased to spread, 


and is become clean and on in appearance... Con 


| tinue the aublimate. „ 


K p 
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Wich the futther E Match of of this Cate 15 am 
unacquainted. Tited with 80 long and 80 


fruitless an attendance, I conclude the patient... 


has sought for aid elsewhere. Bur, although the 


case be w res ir 7 some e important 


"ho 


« 
* 
* 
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| | 8 | 09 tt 18 W 1 believe, that the progress * 
8 the disease has been 80 long and $0 narrowly 


watched. For sixteen months he gave a constant 


and regular attendance, and had Jaboured under Ns 


the disease fork year. and a half before. Oppor- 
tunity has thus been afforded of observing the 
character of the disease, as well under the in- 


Auence of remedies, as left to its natural course. 


Cases of the kind which has now been de- 
seribed are not, I believe, uncommon, but | 
| practitioners” are not agreed in their ideas of 
5 the causes which occasion such resistance 1 
1 8 the powers of art. 3 ; | 
| I be frequent recurrence 277 "I disease f in 
i r same part, the throat for i instance, is in op- 
pPeosition to the sentiment of Mr. Hunter be- 
| fore alluded to. The unequal action of che 
ö poison in different Parts .of the system Is very | 
apparent. Some of the ulcers wefe in 2 A heal- - 
ing state, whilst others were foul and spread- 
ing: eren the same ulcer in different parts 
_ exhibited, the same differences in appearance. 
| It, is impossible not to. infer fro om hence, the. 
- _. unequal action of mercury in the system., It ; 
is ey ident too, that the susceptibility of, parts 
for. yenereal action 1 is changed and, diminished. FB 

by't the action irself. Hence the ulcers, conti⸗ 


2 ; | nued 
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nued to creep. on towards the sound ports, 
quitting wholly, by degrees, t their former seat. 


It is evident also from hence, that the poison | | 


does: not operate. by corrosion, or simple aeri- 
mony, but by stimulating to morbid action, to 
which it is necessary chat a previous disposition 
should exist. 2% 10. of i 
The frequent -r recurrence 56 the symptoms, 
in spite of their destruction or suspension by 
| mercPrys marks a strong and peculiar tendency 
in this patient to tlie diseased action. The 
loss of power in the mercury from habit, 
appears in the repeated increase of the disease 
under its use. That this loss of power was 
not owing to its producing a phagedenic state 
of the ulcers, may be gathered from the ap- f 
pearances of the ulcers themselves; and which 
were precisely the same, whether the disease 
was spreading under the use of mercury, or 
when this remedy was not employed. Once 
or twige, however, the substitution of bark 
for mercury. was attended with evident advan-, 
tage; but this was temporary only, and soon 


5 followed by a relapse into the former state. 
Lastly, the recovery of the power of mercury a 
after a short interval of suspension, and some- 
n by': a mere. cute of form,” is a baer * 
4 consi- 


0389 


p . importance in regard to practice. al 
arm inclined to attribute much of the difficulty 
in treating this ease, and its obstinate resistance 


to the curative powers of mercury, to a too 


scanty supply of nutriment, and the in- 
creased debility thence arising. In this, as in 


: many other cases, poverty renders disease 1 irre- 


gaular, and less obedient to the efforts of art. 

It appears to me essential, in a practical 
view, to admit the great possible deviation of 
the venereal disease from its ordinary course. 


From its variable character, and its complica · 


tion with other diseases, or with symptoms 
that are foreign to it, it is liable, without con- 
siderable attention, sometimes to be over- 
looked. In more than one instance, I have 


195 scen the existence of the disease denied, and 
the use of mercury prohibited, because the 


symptoms did not exactly correspond, in their 
series and order, with the dactrine laid down ' 
by Mr. Hunter. The venereal disease seems 


to me by no means 10 have lost its claim to the 
© character which it has hitherto always pos- 
sessed, of an insidious aud lurking enemy. 


have notes of a considerable number of cases 
which, from their early and most prominent 
- features, and. from the length of time which 


had 


.. 


4 


1 i 57 * 1 
had elapsed Lubse quent to any known eteer 5 


tion, would not have readily been referred to 


a venereal source; but which were, at length, 
characterised by some unequivocal symptoms, 
yp ng only to the specifie remedy . 


After what has been said, you will not won- | 


Joi that many of the cases of disease commu- | 
nicated from nurses to infants, and vice vera, 


and those which followed the transplantation 1 
of teeth, as related at the conclusion of Mr. 


Hunter's Treatise; and which he supposes to 
arise from a morbid poison different from the 
venereal, / should 8 appear to me to be rea ly By 


instances of venereal infection; differing, i „ 
deed, from the more common forms of the | 


disease, but still with no greater variety than is 
attributable to peculiarities in constitution „time 
and mode of infection, &c. The case de- ; | 
scribed in page 70 of your Ema on Morbid . 
1 and 


14 
oF 4 x 
* 5 5 


n rerfoits; in its 1 EE my 85 8 


4 {Ie 3 


Which $219 ps page not to have „ 


matism, both chronic and acute. It resembles, like wise, 


fever (especialy when the bones of the skull are affected), 
and some cutaneovs. affections. It never falls, however, : 
as far as I have seen, to exhibit, in its progress, its proper 8 
ks 3 7 . ne serve to ee en it een ot ber 
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n venereal, appears to me to Possess every 
A characteristic of the diskase, The 
Primary ulcer on the genitals put on a phage» 
denic appearance, not observed in ordinary 
cases of chancre. But the same thing some 
times takes place in small- pax; the pustules of 
Which, instead of drying, spread into large 
and foul ulcers. At the usual period, the 
constitutional symptoms appeared, viz. copper 
spots in the skin, bumps in the head, ulcer = 
ian the throat, protuberance on the shin-bone. 
It appears wonderful to me, that the nature of 
the disease should still have been questioned, 
and the use of mercury prohibited ; but not 
at all surprising, that the patient should 
change his surgeon, and mercury be resorted 
to, with the effect of speedily removing all 
the symptoms. Nor is the nature of the dis- 
ease obscured by the subsequent return of the 
ulcers, nodes, and blotches, together with ex- 
foliation of the bones of the nose; nor by 
their final removal by the same remedy. The . » 
abstaining from mercury in the first instance, 
appears to me to have been the cause of all 
0 e subsequent mischief. 
a we SRO the cases from Bur. 3 
: ö ted 


Wo 
alluded to hin we shall be led, 1 L apprehend, | 
to the same aun. 2X al 45 


A lady®, is Sept 1776s oak; A | gi 


milk, permitted a strange child to suck her left bras 


occasionally. (The right breast was sucked by her 


con infant.) In six weeks the nipple of the left. began 


to inflame, and was soon destroyel by several small 
ulcers which succeeded. The glands of the axilla also 
swelled. The ulcers healed, and the swelling subsided, 
in about three months ; ; but whether remedies were 
employed; is not stated. About this time the strange 
child died tabid, with many sores on different parts of 
the body. Pains now arose in different parts, Succeeded 
by an eruption on the arms, legs; and thighs ; many of 
which became ulcers. Mercury was employed, but 
could not be continued above a few days at a time, from 
lis producing fever and dysentery. ¶ Enough, however, 

it seems, had been used to arrest the progress of the | 
disease, though n not hoe to e 1. RE 


She tin in this state un March 1 1779, when 


she was delivered of a diseased child, which lived nine 5 


weeks: the cuticle peeled aff, and it had scabby eruf- 
tions over che whole body. Soon after the death of 


this child, the wet-niprse which suckled it complained 7 | 


of head- ach, with sore throat, and ulcerations on the 
breast. For these complaints she went into an hospital, 


* vader want alivation, en eng She 


| Haste Treat, v cn N 


— 
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died did the bones of the nose and palate/exfoliated. 
The lady herself used various remedies,” but found none 
Succeed so well as sca-bathing. She took the Lisbon 
diet drink; and dressed the sores with laudanum; they 
then healed up. In September * she bore another 
child, sickly, ho free from external marks of disease, 
and which died i in the course of the month. About a 
year after, her sores again broke out, and mercurials 
deing employed 19 5 near a WOE Ren r to 
we 0p whe 4 F 


The PENN cases, „ arising From: one 155 
common stock, shew the gradation the symp- 
toms undergo in bing N successive 
N 5 


* 


of 3 child, of apparently healthy parents, he 
three weeks old, was put out to a nurse, who suckled 


her own child at the right breast; the foster- child sucked 5 . 


the left. The skin of the foster. child peeled off; raw- 
ness cook place about the anus, which looked as if 
scalded; ; and the same peeling! took place about the Ups, 5 
which did not appear to be sore. It died in a fortnight. # 
Her oven child then sucked both breasts for three weeks, 
when she came to town to nurse another infant. Tea 
days after she became indisposed, and in a fortnight | 
(five weeks after the death of the first child) che left 5 


* There must 14 some inaccuracy 10 dates hers: the g | 
'birth of the former gra is aid to | have taken place in in EY N 
March en . e | Ce 
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a and ulcerated 

two, an eruption appeared on the face, los thighs :- 
an abscess; formed in the-axilla, which was opened, and 
healed immediately. Many of the eruptions degenerated 


into large scabby ulcers. In a fortnight, some of the erup- 


tions began to die away; and in four-weeks an/ulcer was 
observed intheleft tonsil. The surgeon gaining no ground 


by mild treatment, gave half a grain of sublimate night 


and morning. In a week a stop was put to the ulcera · 
tion, and the throat was better. Mr. Hunter now saw 


her. The tonsil was clean and healing... From the 5 


history of the case, he did not conceive. it to be ne- 
real, and desired ce OK: be left alt... She en 


after recovered. | 1 8 e 


After being well some e she 18210 a Srl to a 


zurgeon in the country, on account of an abscess in the 
breast, attended with an eruption on the face. The 
abscess was opened, and healed i in a few days ; and the 


eruption disappeared, on dns. some 1 — — 1 


She continued healthy afterwards.” ra TY 


1 


The child which she came to town 6 00 


taken from her about five days alter the eruption ap- 


peared on her, and given to a healthy woman, who had 


lain in eleven months. A few. days after, this woman 


observed an eruption on. the child's. head like. that on 
the nurse it had sucked. The mouth became excoriated, > 
Eruptions appeared. on other parts somewhat different 
from those on the head. They continued three 1 1 


and then got well without medicine. ee 


In a Fre TY 


"a 1 oy 1 | * 


This sec ond nurse, a few days after giving belt to. 185 
this child, had blotches on the left breagt preisely he 
you! «4 2 : 1 Ges i 8 . NET; | ; PE same n ö 


„ ; 
Wh che Gree nurse. The nipple uleerated, and 
the thighs and legs now became diseased. She suckled 
this child for twelve weeks: Her disease disappeared 
with the use of decoction of hark only. She now re- 
turned to the country, but permitted her own child, 
which had been weaned, to amuse itself with the nipple 
that had been diseased. In a few days this child also 
became infected like the former. She now took a me- 
4 e eee erg Ions RPO 
bos, and they both got welt. 
A third wet- nurse was provided fot the child; ind 
ec. like the former, was in a short time affected; but 
the blotehes were fewer in number, and che got well 
| without medicine. 


| The tooth-caxes come next. The fret is 
equivocal, as it is doubtful, from the symp- 
toms, whether any morbid poison was present, | 
and whether the disease was not solely owing 
to irritation occasioned by the foreign tooth. 
In the second ease, ulcer in the guts was 
| Bucceeded by blotches on the skin, and views 


in the throat. They were removed by tner- Wo, 


| cury, though they recurted several times. Mr, 
H. suspected this case to be scrophulous ; but 
| scrophula, as far I have deen, does not alt in | 
this manner to mercury. | | 
In the third case, Pots on u ahbe akin followed 5 
the OT in the gum, with head-ach and heQie 
| fever. 


Fr 63 * 
Si These symptoms gave way tor 


after many other things had been ene . 


used. After some time, the appearances re- 
turned, together with swelling of the metacar- 
pal bones. Mercury again removed them in 
the usual time. Several months afterwards, 


the same eruptions recurred, though not in e 
great a degres: endl een. een oh 


all, ten grains of corrosive sublin 


duced by Mr. H. een ” ook of i . 85 


their not being venereal.” _ | 
In the fourth case, the gums ke and, 
and got well on drawing the toath.— The * 
Was similar. Fl 
In the sixth, * ulcer 11 without re- 
eee 3s toath, _ : g | 
In Dr. Watson's case, recited 3 Medica 
Transattions (vol. 328), blotches appeared ian 
_ geveral parts, bocoming many of them n 85 
sores. They were cured by mercury. . 
The cases quoted by you from . E- 85 
burgh Med. Essays (vol. 3), as instances of 
morbid poison different from the venereal, do 
not appear decisive. : The resemblance of the 
symptoms to the venereal is aufficientiy great 
0 warrant the referring them to the game 
ann and NE: all LOG to the ue of 


mer- . 


( 64 ) 
mercury You: 8 that when the symp- 
_ toms recurred in some, they gave way to the 
sweating bath; but you have omitted to men- 
tion, that a few grains of calomel were given 
before going into the bath, which was thrice a 
week: and sometimes two grains * e 
mineral were added to the calomel. ads 
In the case related by Dr. 3 dem 
Med. Soc. vol. 1. 330), eruptions on the skin, 
and ulcers in the tonsils, succeeded the affec- 
tion of the gums. The appearances are said 
to have been precisely such as take place in 
syphilis, and were cured 12 e, in the 
weunl manner. | EW 
The same writer mentions a case of his 


kind, on the authority of professor Kuhn of 


8 Philadelphia. The subject of it was a married 
lady. Ulceration of the tonsils, slight fever 
and a furfuraceous eruption over the whole 
body, were the symptoms which succeeded the 
affection of the gums. These disappeared after 
several months, with no other en e 
the neutral n | | 05 
If these cases dier in some points Saves che: 
venereal disease in its ordinary state, they must 
be allowed to resemble it in many, important 
tespects. 
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 tespects. The x symptoms very nearly reseinbled 
the common venereal ones : the progress was 
very similar, though not perfectly correspond- 
ing; ; and the method of cure further proves | 
the analogy. There was nothing in the origin | 
of commencement of these affections which 
should lead one to doubt a venereal souree. 
When we consider the situation and habits of 
life of those who have, 1 in general, furnished : 
the teeth for transplanting; that they haye not 
only been indigent in eircumstances,, but of 
loose morals; we shall have no difficulty in | 
conceiving many of them to have been conta- 
minated. Admitting this to be the case, there 62 
are two ways in which it might be possible for OS. 
the infection to be conveyed ; either by 1 matter. | 
from an ulcer existing at the time in the mouth. 
or throat of the person from whom the tooth. 
was taken; or. by the blood or juices of the 
tooth itself, 28 partaking of the general conta - 
mination of the system. The first is rendered 
less likely, from the accurate examination which”. 
bas comtnonly preceded the operation, as well as 
from the caution which has been used to wash 
off any adhering matter from. the transplanted | 
tooth. The latter supposition, though un- 
doubtedly attended with difficulties; is ler 


| ( 66 X 
| contradicted by any known law of the animal 
- economy. It receives much support, indeed, 
from the well-Known fact, of the contamina- 
tion of the fcetus 1 in utero, both in syphilis and 
small-pox. In both these cases, there seems 
no other medium by which infection can be 
conveyed, than the blood of the mother car- 
rying the poison through the placenta, from 
whence it is absorbed by the vessels of the 
child *. The experiment of inoculating with 
the blood of a contaminated subject, is said to 
have been made without success. But it is not 
one, nor twenty negative instances, that are 
sufficient to decide a point of this kind. Many A 
circumstances might influence the event of an 
experiment, besides the state of the system or 
part as to its susceptibility. With regard to 
| hired wet-nurses, Any of these are as | liable to | 


z* 


TY At would: seem that the fertns | is not always infected 
by the mother going through the small-pox at the time of 
pregnancy. I am well acquainted with one instance, 
where the mother had. the disease whilst pregnant, yet the 
child took the infection many years afterwards, Infants, 
for some time after birth, seem strangely insusceptible of 
disease. 1 lately saw a child of four years of age loaded 


With small-pox, lying elose by the side of the mother who 


bad mm Jain in; but without nee * n 
ee. 3535 
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suspicion as those who have furnished teeth 
for transplantation. The difficulty of ascer- 
taining facts in these cases is well known. 
A source, therefore, from which the venereal 
disease might be derived in the cases above- 


noticed, is sufficiently apparent ; and that in- - 
fection might so arise, must, at least, be ad- 


mitted as possible. But I rest my strongest 
. argument on the character and progress of the 
symptoms: and here we may adopt the maxim 
of Mr. Hunter himself, who says, that if a 
disease is suspected to be venereal, though it is 


not perfectly marked, yet if it resembles the ve- 


* nereal in most of its symptoms, it must be sup- 
posed to be venereal, that being most probable, 
although it is by no means certain; for pro- 


# bably the venereal can hardly be demon- 


* strated in any case, especially in the form of 


jues venerea, from its not having the power of 


contamination, p. 380. This, however, is in- 
consistent with what he observes just before, 


viz. that when a disease resembles the vene- | 


real in some of its symptoms, but not at all 
in others, then those other symptoms are to 


be set down as the specific or leading ones of 
* the disease to which they belong. And again, 
(p- 387) © new "Ong are rising up every day, 
K * and ; 


— 
38 


is) 


* and alse very similar to the ene in many 
* respects, although not in all; therefore, it is 


* the want of similarity that is the criterion to 
F judge by, and not the similarity. If this doc- 


trine were admitted, the species of disease 
would $00N be multiplied to an immeasurable 


extent, We should, shortly, have no standard 
character to which to refer. I agree with 


you, that, in the present state of science, it 


would be unphilosophical to denominate a 
disease merely after that which it most resem- 


bles. But it would surely be equally unphi- 


losophical to exalt varieties into the rank of 


Species. By 50 doing, neither our knowledge of 


causes, nor means of cure, would be extended. 
If uniformity be found to take place in no 
other disease; if varieties in constitution, as 
well as other circumstances, be observed to 


alter the character of diseases in general; 
there can be no reason, 4 priori, for lues 


venerea, resisting the influence of causes 30 


' 
q 


powerful; and evidence much stronger than 


| has been yet adduced is wanting to prove that 
it does so. From what has been quoted above, 

one would be led to suppose, that Mr. Hunter 

considered the venereal disease as having one | 


simple, u niform character. From other pas- 


dagen hon ever, of his work, it is clear, he ad- 


mitted 


fa 


( 69 ) | 
mitted the possible variety of the 3 
When venereal matter,” he observes, (p. 306) 
has got into the constitution, it shews itself 
in. a variety of shapes; many of which put- 
te ting on the appearance of a different disease, 
c we are often obliged to have recourse to the 
5 preceding history of the case, before we can 
« form any judgment of it. These varieties 

« are referable to different kinds of constitu - 

© tion, different kinds of solids, and the diffe- 

* rent disposition the solids are in at the time; 
“ for I can easily conceive, that a peculiaritx 
* of constitution may make a very material 
difference in the appearance of the same 

80 specific complaint.“ With such sentiments, Fs 
it is strange that Mr. Hunter should hesitate 


to refer the cases above - mentioned to a vene- 


real source, where there were $0 many points 


of resemblance; and that he should rather : 


adopt the supposition, of a new speciſic poison 
having been generated; a e 9 0 
with great difficulties. | | 


The records of medicine, 1 N FLA Rug 0 PE, 


means warrant the conclusion, © that new poli- 
sons are rising up every day, resembling the 


venereal i in many respects. If it were 80, it 5 


3 range 6 * none of them have been N 7 
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tuated; at least so far as for their history and 
character to be accurately fixed. But the 


diseases which have been added to the cata- 


logue, since the earlier ages of medicine, are 
not numerous, and their character is well as- 
| certained. The truth 1 18, that we have no ac- 
counts of diseases, such as have occasionally 


appeared of late, and which have been * 


posed by Mr. Hunter to be derived from new 
poisons, previous to the appearance of the ve- 


nereal disease in Europe. And I cannot but 
consider the silence of medical history, i in this 
respect, as evidence nearly deeisive against 
their present existence as new specific diseases. 


The cases in CxLsus *, to which you refer, as 


instances of morbid poison, and which he de- 
nominates cancer in cole, have nothing in them 
which would induce me to adopt your idea. 


They present nothing but what is commonly 


observed in phagedenic, or, to use common 
language, ill-conditioned spreading ulcers, such 


00 may be seen every day: whilst not the least 


hint is given of their being communicable 
from one person to another. | 


With respect to what you suppose a las ol 
| motbid poisons, that loss of substance i in their 


De Medicina, lb, 6. cap. 18. 


e 


\ 


— 


any 


primary. plcers i is never supplied, but that kin- 7 


ning takes place immediately, as soon as the 
poison ceases to act; whilst in the secondary 
ulcers of these diseases, granulations as con- 
stantly take place, and supply the lost sub- 
stance; I suspect the difference to be rather 


owing to the nature of the affected parts, ac- 


cording to the greater or less readiness with 
which they take on and complete the healing 
process. Thus, for instance, in the confluent 
small- pox, the face alone suffers materially, 
from pitting, though the skin on other parts 


has been equally crowded with pustules. But 


the face differs in its vascularity materially from 


other parts, as is evident in blushing, &c.: and 


hence it is, probably, that skinning is more 


rapid than in parts of the surface which are, 


less irritable, and endowed with less power. The 
_ glans penis alone the face in this respect: 
accordingly, the traces of previous chanere. 
are much more visible on the 5 than on 

the prepuce. 
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The subject of . poisons 18 curious and | 
55 interesting, but it is one that has been little in- 


vestigated, and is yet in its infancy. That: 
they are more numerous than has been com- 
1 = ruppoted, T any ready to admit; but I 

| | "on. 


1 


| ing a claim to further een. 8 
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| think, at the same time, that caution! is neces- 


sary in adding to their number, lest we sepa- 


rate diseases that have a common origin, on 


account of a variation in some points of infe- 


rior magnitude; for in so doing, we lose the 
benefit which analogy might suggest with re- 
gard to the method of cure. That many, per- 
haps all, the morbid secretions of animals are 
capable of stimulating to disease the healthy 


actions of man, is certainly true. We observe 


it in the tears flowing from an inflamed eye; in 
the matter of many ulcers, &c.: but these do 
not excite permanent or peculiar diseases, but 
seem to act simply as irritating powers, and 

were well enough characterised under the ge- 
neral term of acrimony. These, however, are 
widely different from the specific diseases. 


I have said nothing on the use of the new 
remedies in the venereal disease, as I have no 


decisive evidence to offer with regard to them. 
- Their value will only be fairly appreciated 


when tried on a large scale ; and, besides, I 
consider the powers of mercury as still Prey” ö 
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